
    

 
 

 

 

Dear SHA Families –  

 

There exists a wise expression in the winter months, “You’re 

only cold if you’re standing still.” With all the hustle and bustle 

of the holiday season, “standing still” may seem a moment 

that is hard to come by, but I want to dig a little deeper into 

the meaning of this with you.  

 

Students, you only need to stand still for the time it takes 

to reflect upon the good you are doing and the direction 

you need to take yourself next in order to continue to do 

well. To move in the “holi-daze” season is to seize each 

moment to invest in your learning – pick up a new study 

habit, team with friends to conquer that test that’s coming 

up, work hard to stay “hot” in all subjects. Whatever you do, 

don’t stand still. And don’t justify standing still with excuses. 

Own each move you make, and keep on moving! With each 

move, you bring yourself closer and closer to success.  

 

Parents and Guardians, please continue to find ways to 

“move” your student(s). Ask them about their work and their 

grades, take a look at Powerschool to support their progress, 

reach out to teachers with questions, and give your 

student(s) the tough love needed to stay warm when the 

“cold” threatens to set in. 

 

The staff of SHA wishes you all a wonderful start to winter 

and a blessed holiday season, in whichever way you keep it. 

We look forward to doing our part in keeping our students 

moving forward – there will be no standing still for long at the 

honors academy. There is no room for the cold here.  

 

Our very, very best to you and yours, 

 

Vestri Optimus Pro Mundo,  

Principal Grace Howard-Donlin  

and Assistant Principal Dena Cooper 

 

Dec 2017 

THE 
GLOBE 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Dec. 4   Family Surveys sent home 

Dec. 7  Winter Jazz Concert @ 

Commerce 7pm 

Dec. 8 Ugly Holiday Sweater contest 

(or wear red, green, black or white) 

In-School Jazz Concert @ 

Commerce @ 1:25p 

Progress Reports sent home 

Dec. 11 SHA Recruitment Panel; 

volunteers needed 5:30-7p 

Dec.13  Holiday Craft Circle 2:30-3:30 

Dec.20  SHA Reads @ DeBerry Elem. 

Dec.22-Jan.1 School Closed   

 

 

DEC. 10TH HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

"Where, after all, do universal human rights 

begin? In small places, close to home -- so 

close and so small that they cannot be seen 

on any maps of the world. Unless these rights 

have meaning there, they have little 

meaning anywhere. Without concerted 

citizen action to uphold them close to home, 

we shall look in vain for progress in the larger 

world." -- Eleanor Roosevelt 

 



                                               CLASSROOM UPDATES                         Dec 2017 
Margaret Hersey 

English Teacher / Demystification of   

the Arts Instructor 

herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com 

After a long hard battle Room B338 has 

completed The Odyssey! We are now in 

the midst of a study of Joseph 

Campbell’s Hero’s Journey. This ancient 

story formula has existed in work from 

Ancient Greece to Medieval England 

to modern day and has given us tales 

of heroes like Odysseus, King Arthur, 

Luke Skywalker, and Harry Potter. To 

conclude this unit of study students are 

working on a project called “We Are 

The Journey.”  

 

For this project students are trying their 

hand at a hero narrative of their own 

and are working on an art piece of 

their choice to accompany their 

writing. We would like to hold a 

reception including both student 

readings and an art show to celebrate 

the hard work of our students and 

continue the tradition of oral story 

telling. We would love to see as many 

families as possible so please be on the 

lookout for information about this night 

in the next couple weeks!!!!  
 

James Ryan 

History Teacher / World Scholar  

Seminar Instructor/Service Learning  

ryanja@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Pre-AP World History continues its 

travels throughout time and space, 

featuring extensive research projects, 

the first big essay, and in-depth 

debate and discussion on the topics 

of imperialism and independence. 

 

This month, a select group of students 

who have demonstrated a keen 

interest in politics and public service 

were invited to attend a meet and 

greet, talk, and dinner with former 

Lieutenant Governor of Maryland 

and Chairman of the Republican 

National Committee, Michael Steele 

as part of the Springfield Public 

Forum.  It was great to see students 

so engaged in the world around 

them, and we are looking forward to 

more opportunities like this in Spring. 

 

The World Scholar Seminar continues 

on, with students now exploring the 

goal of Responsible Consumption 

and Production, looking at how the 

human race produces and consumes 

food and what we can do to make 

meaningful change towards a more 

sustainable system.  Finishing touches 

are being made to the Academy’s 

service learning program, and we are 

excited to begin our work in the 

community very soon. 

Anjali Martins 

Mathematics (Algebra, Advanced  

Integrated Geometry) Teacher 

martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Algebra 1 – Students of this seminar have 

made algebraic meaning of visual 

concepts within functions like Intercepts, 

Axis of Symmetry, Horizontal/ Vertical 

Translations as well as Reflections. These 

ideas were introduced in Linear Functions, 

practiced in Absolute Value Functions 

and will bear fruit when we attempt 

Quadratics next. Our Algebra 1 students 

are developing strong conceptual 

command over these; which sets them up 

as strong Algebra 2 students next year.  

 

Advanced Integrated Geometry & 

Algebra 2 – Students have finished their 

unit on Quadrilaterals and Parallelograms. 

They have understood and practiced 

various proofs relating to regular polygons 

and are actively applying these to various 

figures. Our next unit is on Circle 

Geometry. Students will learn about 

Secant and Tangent lines. They will prove 

theorems on inscribed angles and 

participate in a project style assessment. 

The students now have adequate 

geometric skills to measure the height of 

our school building with just a foot ruler 

and a meter stick. Watch out for these 

budding engineers who will not be using 

a ladder but Proportionality Theorems 

learned in class! 

Sara Runkle 

Wellness Teacher/School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 

In Wellness, we are continuing to 

use the Brainology program. The goal 

of the Brainology curriculum is to help 

students develop a growth mindset. 

Students with a growth mindset think of 

their intelligence as something that 

they can develop through learning and 

study rather than as something fixed. 

We have learned how the brain 

functions, learns and remembers, and 

how it changes physically when we 

exercise it through study and learning. 

In addition, students are learning a 

practical set of skills for tackling 

academic challenges by showing how 

to apply this knowledge to academic 

work.  In December students will 

demonstrate their understanding by 

working in groups to create a Freshman 

Study Guide. The best group project will 

be printed and distributed to next 

year’s incoming Freshman class.  
 

Lance Piantaggini 

Latin Teacher 

piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.

com 

Latin students were introduced to the 

“Lingua Latina Challenge.” This 

challenge is to read Lingua Latina, a 

textbook entirely in Latin, outside of 

class at their own pace. After 

students read a chapter three times, 

they return it to Mr. P and receive the 

next chapter. Students who 

complete this challenge will learn 

more about the Romans, and more 

about the Latin language. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Howes 

Biology Teacher 

howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com 

This upcoming month will see the face 

of Cell Energetics – Photosynthesis, 

Cellular Respiration, and Fermentation. 

Just having become well acquainted 

with the cell and its miraculous organelles, 

we can now understand how a cell can 

use all its parts and undergo its 

unfathomably brilliant processes. Last 

month we were able to perform a few 

labs using the microscope and watching 

solutes move through semi-permeable 

membranes. The fish are getting bigger 

and fortunately we were able to upgrade 

to our 20-gallon tank. The aquaponics its 

teeming with greenery and our beans just 

came to the end of their short life cycle. 

We plan on using the best of our F1 

generation to plant in the spring.  

OUTDOOR CLUB 

Typically meets on Wed. 

In need of ideas, volunteer 

chaperones, and gently used winter 

gear/clothing. See Ms. Hersey 

Culinary Club 

Meets every other Wed. in 

Mr. Howe’s Room! 

MATH STUDY GROUP 

Meets every Wed. 2:30-3:30 
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THE PARENT-GUARDIAN ADVISORY COUNCIL (PGAC)  

PGAC Purpose: To provide a means for parents/guardians to have a voice in all major decisions through a voting process 

and provide opportunities for parents to become directly involved with communication, recruitment, fundraising, etc. 

Communication Chair; Mr. Kevin Anderson (parent of Amalia and Kevin) 

Fundraising Chair; Patricia Hernandez (parent of Isaiah) 

Principal Liaison; Dee Brown (parent of Jafari) 

Notes from 11/20/17 meeting (more detailed information can be found on our website) 

 Family Recruitment Night: Monday, December 11th 5:30-7:00 

Panel of parents who could answer questions 

Student panel and tours 

Teachers Present 

1.5 hour 

Signups will be sent home for interested parent panel and those who want to volunteer cookies and punch 

 Agenda Books 

Students received them 11-21-17 

They are mandatory for all students to use 

If students receive mandatory tutoring Parent Signature is required in the books until the grade has lifted above 75 

 Future Meetings: 

Mondays @ 5:30 are strong days for PGAC 

December PGAC will be the Family Recruitment Night (Dec.11) 

Possible Baby-sitting opportunities during meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEC 2017 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP       

FREE TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO HAVE LOST A LOVED ONE 

STARTING JAN. 24TH & CONTINUING ON  

TUESDAYS FROM 7:00PM-8:15PM 

Pizza Provided! 

Location: Springfield College Community Center, 385 Eastern Ave. 

To register; contact Phil Imholte 320-828-0864 or pimholte@springfieldcollege.edu 

 

 

SHA  

Spotlight 

MAXIMUM HONORS 

Yashi Agarwal 

Angel Checo Reynoso 

Jaseiry Guerra 

Catherine Jorczak 

Asia Matos 

Seema Nepal 

Melissa Rivera 

Gary Zheng 

 

FIRST HONORS 

Jafari Brown 

Andres Lopez-Matamoros 

Jonise McCalla 

Xavier Santana 

Dakotah Smith,  

Destiny Tirado 

SECOND HONORS 

Nate Aponte 

Kayla Dube 

Sulamrie Huertas 

Laila Kibodya  

Nanuska Maldonado-Perez 

Shealeigh Martin 

Orianna Melo 

Jaydrian Moran 

Ahjae Mullen 

Kianaleigh Rios 

Emma Shepard 

Serena Simmons 

 

THIRD HONORS Lexiy Hernandez  Isaiah Hernandez  Jon Jones 

Aviane Lozada Sumia O'Neal  Cassidy Ryan  Cierra Sanchez 



 
December 2017 

 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (SGA) UPDATE 

 
 

The griffin SHA t-shirt design has been created and advertised. Students and staff can order t-shirts from 

any SGA member or in the Main Office. The cost is $10 each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING SHA 

Main Number: 413-787-6707 
Attendance Reporting: 413-787-6814 
Website: http://bit.ly/SpringfieldHonorsAcademy  
Facebook: Springfield Honors Academy 
Twitter: #SpHonorsAcademy 

 

SHA READS 

SHA students have the opportunity to 

visit William N. DeBerry Elementary on 

December 20th to read to their 

students. See Ms. Cooper for more 

information. 

Please share with us if you 

have an important holiday 

performance or sport event 

you would like to spread 

the news about! 

SHA Fall 2017 

family 

survey 

As part of the 
Springfield 

Empowerment Zone 
Partnership, we will 
be handing out paper 

surveys for family 
input. Although the 

surveys are 
anonymous, when 

they are turned in to 
the Main Office or 
with Ms.Runkle, 

student’s names will 
be entered in for 

prizes!!!The earlier 
the survey is returned, 
the better the possible 

prize! 
Surveys will be 
accepted from  

Dec. 4th- Dec. 20th! 
 

LET’S GET 
100% 

participation!! 

From left to right; 

President: Jennifer Martinez 

Vice President: Jafari Brown 

Treasurer: Xavier Santana 

Secretary: Lexiy Hernandez 


